December 17: Another White Sands flight

”A V-2 carrying atmospheric sounding gear and biological payload reached an altitude of 116 miles on 17 December 1946.”.... ”While the components of the missiles flown in 1946 were completely of German origin, increasing modifications were made from 1947 onward, primarily to accomodate larger and more complex payloads. By 1950 the V-2 rocket had been lengthened by 5 feet, increasing its payload capacity from 16 to 80 cubic feet.”

The V-2 flight was also reported in contemporary Swedish media: 

”V2 ROCKET TRAVELLING LONDON-MOSCOW IN 26 MINUTES. Remarkable experiments by the American Army. White Sands, New Mexico. (TT from Reuter). German V-2 rockets fired from the American Armys experimental station at White Sands have reached a speed of 1.600 meters per second or five times the speed of sound. At this speed the rocket would travel London-Moscow in 26 minutes and Southampton-Cape Town in 99 minutes. The altitude reached at the experiment is rumoured to have been 176 kms. Altitude and speed are probably new records. Two spokesmen for the Army declared, before the experiments, that the intention was that small metallic balls would be thrown out from the top of the rocket at an altitude of 64 kms so that they would reach speed necessary to break free of gravitation and continue out in space [it was another 11 years before this happened...]. Other metallic balls, at lower speeds, were expected to become artificial meteorites.” (Norra Västerbotten, Dec. 19).


